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Ontario Secondary School Diploma Requirements
18 compulsory subjects
+ 12 elective subjects
30 credits *
+ 40 hours of community involvement
+ Grade 10 Literacy Test
* University applicants require a minimum of 6 academic
courses (U/M) at the Grade 12 level, including English 12
* It is recommended that you take a maximum of 2 “M”
courses as certain universities will accept only a
maximum of 2 M credits.
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English (1 credit per grade)
French
Mathematics (one in Grade 11)
Science
Canadian History
Canadian Geography
Arts (Visual, Media, Drama)
Health and Physical Education
Civic and Career Studies (0.5 Credit Each)

Compulsory Courses - Part 2
✓
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✓
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}

1 Health and Physical Education or Arts or
Business Studies or French
1 Science (Grade 11 or 12) or Technological
Education (Grades 9 - 12) or French or
Computer Studies
1 English or French as a Second Language or
a Classical or International Language or Social
Sciences and Humanities or Canadian and World
Studies or Guidance and Career Studies

15

3
18

12 Elective Credits

Guidance will help you keep your
options open as well as help you plan
a path to your desired destination.

Community Involvement and the Literacy Test
Community Involvement
A student requires a minimum of forty hours of
community involvement.
The Guidance Centre can provide you with a list of
possible types of volunteer work that would qualify for
the forty hour requirement, as well as, a list of
placements that are in need of volunteers.

Literacy Test
A standardized literacy test will be given to all Grade
Ten students, which must be passed in order to receive
your OSSD. The Literacy Course can be taken if the
student has not successfully completed the test.
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is
based on reading and writing skills.

What’s ahead in Grades 11 and 12?

Making Choices

Course Selection Information

Grade 11 and Grade 12 Course Types
Universities will accept for admission:
U courses
M courses (some universities will only
accept a certain # of these from Grade 12)
Colleges will accept for admission:
U courses
M courses
O courses (depending on the program)
C courses

The Ontario Student Transcript
The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) provides a comprehensive record of a student’s overall achievement
in high school.
The transcript, which is part of the Ontario Student Record (OSR), will include the following information:
• The student’s achievement in Grades 9 and 10, with percentage grades earned and credits gained for
successfully completed credit courses;
• A list of all Grade 11 and 12 courses enrolled in by after the Ministry of Education ‘drop date” by the
student, with the percentage grades earned and the credits gained (withdrawals, failed and retaken
courses are indicated as such);
• Identification of any course that has been substituted for one that is a diploma requirement;
• Confirmation that the student has completed the community involvement requirement;
• The student’s final result of the provincial secondary school literacy test;
• An indication of any extraordinary circumstances affecting the student’s achievement in a Grade 11 or 12
course.

Entire record is used for admission by the majority of university or college institutions
outside of Ontario.

Fulfilling Prerequisites
When selecting Grade 11 and 12 courses, review the prerequisites
for the next level of courses in that discipline and examine your
post-secondary options (university, college). These requirements
are usually released in August before you begin your final year of
high school.
Select courses that will fulfill the prerequisites for the Grade 11 and
12 courses that you intend to take in the future.

Prerequisites for University Programs
Depending on the University and the Program applied to, additional high school
prerequisites may be required.
Working example: University of Toronto
Applicants to Faculty of Arts and Science:

•

Biology - In addition to English 12, prerequisites include Advanced Functions 12,
Calculus and Vectors 12, Biology 12, and Chemistry 12. Physics 12 is highly
recommended.

•

Psychology - In addition to English 12, prerequisites include Advanced Functions 12
and Calculus and Vectors 12 with Biology 12 recommended.

The above example is very prescriptive as to what courses you must enrol in and
leaves very little room for interest courses at the Grade 12 level.
It also dictates to a large degree what your Grade 11 program must include as
you must take the necessary Grade 11 courses that are the prerequisites for the
required Grade 12 courses.

The concept of
“Planning Backwards”
An Example of “Planning Backwards” for University-Bound Students
For high school students, the endgame is not what university to attend - but
identifying a career direction (or a few careers) that align best with your
unique abilities and interests.
Once the possible careers are identified, you can see which academic majors
will prepare you best for those paths. You can use these majors as important
criteria for evaluating potential university matches.
With this knowledge, you can also select courses at the high school level that
are in line with your career direction, such as an international business course
for a future economics major or a chemistry course or math course for a future
in medicine.
You can even gain experience working a summer or part-time job related to
your future career field. Students who know their career direction (or a few
they are considering) make more informed decisions while still in high school
and can explore career interest areas in a more focused way.

Importance of Grade 11 Marks

•

Some programs will consider you for an early conditional offer of
admission based on your Grade 11 final marks and your midterm final
Grade 12 U/M marks. Please realize that all offers are conditional.

•

U.S. applications use final Grade 11 marks as well as final Grade 12
and midterm Grade 12 marks

•

Grade 11 marks are used along with your Grade 12 marks for certain
scholarships.

•

Grade 12 marks are still the final and most important factor deciding
university admission.

Marks and Preparation
•

Marks are not weighed differently based on the high school you attended.

•

Many universities reserve the right to give preference to students whose marks are the result of a
single attempt at each course.

•

The differentiation occurs once you get, hopefully, to the post-secondary institution of your choice.

•

Has your high school properly prepared to handle the rigours of your program?

•

Have you mastered the requisite skill sets to succeed at the post secondary school level?

•

Do you have the academic and social confidence to become a contributing member of an institution
of higher learning?

•

Have you developed the knowledge base and strength of character to succeed at the next level?

Toronto Prep School will prepare you to meet the
challenges and succeed at the post-secondary level.

Grade 11 Course Offerings
Scheduled courses for the 2019/2020 academic year include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English
Functions
Functions and Applications
Foundations for College Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Communications Technology
Computer Science
Core French
Drama
Designing Your Future
Entrepreneurship: The Venture
Fashion Design

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forces of Nature
Intro to Anthropology, Psychology, Sociology
Marketing: Goods, Services, Events
Media Arts
Media Studies
Personal Activity Fitness
Photography
Presentation and Speaking Skills
Physics
The Individual and the Economy
Understanding Canadian Law
Visual Arts
World History to the End of the 15th Century

Grade 12 Course Offerings
Scheduled courses for the 2019/2020 academic year include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English
Advanced Functions
Analysing Economic Issues
Biology
Business Leadership
Calculus and Vectors
Canadian and International Law
Challenge and Change in Society
Chemistry
Communication Technology
Computer Science
Core French
Drama
Equity and Social Justice
Families in Canada

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Business Fundamentals
Human Development
Mathematics of Data Management
Philosophy
Photojournalism
Personal Activities Fitness
Physics
Recreation Leadership
The Writer’s Craft
Sports and Entertainment Marketing
Visual Arts
Visual Arts: Drawing and Painting
World Cultures
World Geography
World History Since the 15th Century
World Issues

If you are going into Grade 11
•

Assess your marks, work habits, attendance, and overall learning in grades
9 and 10. As you move into your senior years of high school, you want to be
on the pathway that best fits your needs and goals.

•

It's time to start thinking about post-secondary plans if you haven't already
done so. Start researching college and university entry requirements using
the “Rules of Thumb” on the following pages so that you can be sure to take
the appropriate courses to prepare for grade 12. Many grade 12 courses
have prerequisites (courses which must be taken before being eligible).

•

Entrance requirements for universities are usually released in August before
your Grade 12 year

•

You have more choice this year than ever before. Once you've planned for
your post-secondary requirements, choose courses that are of personal
interest and/or related to your career plans.

•

Discuss your plans with your parents and with Guidance.

“Rules of Thumb”: A Quick Guide to Post-Secondary Admission Requirements
Bachelor of Architectural Studies (Majority of Programs)
ENG4U (English 12) + MHF4U (Advance Functions 12) + MCV4U
(Calculus 12) + SPH4U (Physics 12) + AVI4M (Visual Arts 12) + one
additional 4U/4M credit + portfolio requirement

•

Bachelor of Arts (Majority of Programs)
ENG4U (English 12) + minimum three 4U credits + maximum two 4M
credits (Please note: M credits are not necessary)

•

Bachelor of Commerce (Majority of Programs)
ENG4U (English 12) + two 4U Mathematics credits + minimum one
additional 4U credit + maximum two 4M credits (Please note: MHF4U
(Advanced Functions 12) and MCV4U (Calculus and Vectors) are usually
preferred but some schools may accept MHF4U (advanced Functions 12)
and MDM4U (Mathematics of Data Management 12)

•

“Rules of Thumb” continued on following page …

“Rules of Thumb”: A Quick Guide to Post-Secondary Admission Requirements
… continued
Bachelor of Engineering (Majority of Programs)
ENG4U (English 12) + MHF4U (Advance Functions 12) + MCV4U
(Calculus 12) + SPH4U (Physics 12) + SCH4U (Chemistry 12) + one
additional 4U/4M credit

•

Bachelor of Science (Majority of Programs)
ENG4U (English 12) + MHF4U (Advance Functions 12) + MCV4U
(Calculus 12) + two 4U Science credits (SBI4U - Biology 12; SCH4U Chemistry 12; SPH4U - Physics 12) + one additional 4U/4M credit

•

How do you select?
What courses should I enrol in?
Will they take me where I want to go?
Where do I want to go?

There is help in answering
these dif cult questions.

Role of the Guidance Centre
Helping you find answers to:

✦ Who am I?
✦ Where am I going?
✦ How will I get there?

Who am I?

✦

My Interests

✦

My Skills

✦

My Academic Strengths

✦

My Values

✦

My Successes

✦

My Extra-Curriculars

✦

My Volunteer Work

✦

My Life Experiences

✦

My Work Experience

✦

My Travels

Where am I going?

✦

Post Secondary Program?

✦

Post Secondary Destination?

✦

Awareness of Future Trends
and Labour Market?

University versus Community College
Consider University
• Offer a wide variety of degree programs and
the opportunity to take your knowledge
base and initiative to the top level

• Students interested in professions such as
medicine or law must attend university

• Attending a university is more prestigious
on a resume

• Can significantly increase and improve
career prospects

• An opportunity to take the subject you

enjoy as far as you can and be taught by
leading experts in your field of interest

Consider College
• Offer a wide variety of programs from

certificate to diploma/joint degrees to
Bachelor Applied degrees

• Provide students with the opportunity to
focus on a ‘destination-focussed’
learning experience -- extremely
important motivator for many learners

• Co-op and apprenticeship opportunities
• Excellent employment placement rate
• Becoming an option on the educational

journey -- either before or after university

Consider Joint Programs
• Offered in co-operation by both universities and colleges
• Provide the benefits of applied knowledge through college
and theory-based university environment
Examples of Joint Programs:

• Honours Bachelor of applied science in Kinesiology and diploma in
Fitness and Health Promotion from Guelph-Humber

• Seneca @ York University - a wide variety of computer technology-based
programs offered

Ontario
Colle
ges

Sports
Building Construction
Advertising Tourism
Management
Masonry
Hospitality
Culinary
Home Care
Physiotherapy
Event Planning
Arts

Unive
rsity
Accounting
MATH

Journalism

Law

Business
Health Sciences
DentistryComputer Engineering

If you are going into Grade 12
•

This year takes some serious planning. You need to research your postsecondary plans and select the courses which will prepare you for those
post-secondary destinations. Do NOT assume you can easily make changes
next year. Select the proper courses now and avoid the problem of trying to
change into a course later only to find out it is already full.

•

All grade 12 students should make sure that Ontario Secondary School
Diploma requirements are being met in order to graduate - 30 credits
including 18 compulsory credits, if that is your goal.

•

Students planning to apply to university need 6 4U/4M credits including
ENG4U.

•

Plan.

If you are going into Grade 12
•

This year takes some serious planning. You need to research your postsecondary plans and select the courses which will prepare you for those
post-secondary destinations. Do NOT assume you can easily make
changes next year. Select the proper courses now and avoid the possibility
of trying to change into a course later only to find out it is already full.

•

All grade 12 students should make sure that Ontario Secondary School
Diploma requirements are being met in order to graduate - 30 credits
including 18 compulsory credits, if that is your goal.

•

Students planning to apply to university need 6 4U/4M credits including
ENG4U.

How will I get there?
University Program Planning Through the Guidance Centre
✦

Arts/Humanities/ Social Sciences

✦

Physical and Engineering Sciences

✦

Life and Health Sciences

✦

Business and Commerce

The Arts/Humanities/Social Sciences

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Animation
Graphic Arts
Film Studies
Photography
Journalism
Social Work
Politics
Urban Studies
Geography

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

History
Languages
Social Justice
Radio & TV
Theatre
Criminology
Fashion Design
Philosophy
Film & Video

Life and Health Sciences

• Genetics
• Dental Hygiene
• Pharmacy
• Botany
• Animal Behaviour
• Healthcare
• Radiation Therapy

• Nursing
• Ecology
• Dentistry
• Nutrition
• Physiotherapy
• Kinesiology
• Biology

Physical and Engineering Sciences

• Physics
• Chemistry
• Geology
• Mathematics
• Robotics
• Metallurgy
• Computer Technology
• Information Technology
• Environmental Toxicology

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Engineering
Statistics
Aerospace Science
Astronomy
Mechanical Engineering
Web design
Architecture
Electrical Engineering
Oceanography

Business and Commerce

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Economics
Accounting
Finance
Labour Studies
Human Resources
International Trade
Project Management
Operations Management
Retail Management
Hotel Management
Recreation Management
Industrial Relations
Tourism
Marketing

General Admission Requirements for University
•

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD);

•

Six academic courses at the Grade 12 level, including Grade 12 English (at a
minimum of 70%)*;

•

All prerequisites must be at a minimum of 70%*;
* Anticipated Entrance Cut Offs vary from University to University; earning the
minimum qualifications does not guarantee acceptance.

The University Program and specific courses you enrol in will
determine the Grade 12 courses you will require to satisfy any
necessary prerequisites.
Check specific University Calendars for details.

Additional Admission Requirements
Depending on the University and the Program applied to, all or some of
the following may be additional requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

a student profile sheet
essay
supplementary application
reference letters
interview

•
•
•
•

admission testing
portfolio
audition
letter of intent

Importance of Toronto Prep School’s Guidance Centre
The Guidance Centre will help you chart your education path and aid you in
navigating through both the course selection process at the high school level and
the university application process.
We will help you formulate an Education Plan
and alternative Plan B and even Plan C options.
We will take each student through the application
process and help them select appropriate programs
of study.
The Guidance Centre will conduct tutorials for
university applications including areas of study
charts, individual program requirements,
scholarships and awards, and campus visits.

The Ontario Universities’ Application Centre (OUAC)
The Ontario Universities’ Application Centre (OUAC), located in Guelph,

Ontario, Canada, is a central bureau whose key function is the processing of applications for admission to
the province’s universities.

Current Year Ontario Secondary School Students (OUAC 101)
You are currently registered in an Ontario secondary school day
program.
You will complete the 101 application if you meet the following
requirements:

•

You are taking courses during the day at an Ontario Secondary
School (this includes students returning for second semester and
graduated students returning to upgrade one or more courses)

•

You will have received or expect to receive your OSSD with six 4U
or 4M courses at the end of the current year

•

You do not have one year or more of post-secondary education

•

You are applying to a diploma program or a first-year degree
program at an Ontario university

University Application Process
Step 1: Your COMPASS Access Codes

Step 3: Mark Your Calendar

The Guidance Centre will give you a confidential
letter containing your access codes:

• October/November:

• PIN (Personal ID#)
• School Number
• Student Number
Step 2: Research Your University Options

• Visit www.electronicinfo.ca, the searchable,
online version of INFO magazine
• Read INFO and the COMPASS 101 Companion
Booklet.
• Check out university publications, websites and
tours.
• Talk to teacher-advisors, family, and friends.
• Write down your program choices and codes
and keep them handy.

Schools distribute
COMPASS 101 access codes.
• January: Latest date to submit completed
on-line applications to the OUAC.
• February: Recommended last day to make
changes to your application.
• May: Date by which the universities must
respond to your application for admission.

Key Resources For Post-Secondary School Planning
• Students planning to apply to university can check www.electronicinfo.ca for entry

requirements for specific programs and choose grade 11 and 12 courses accordingly.

• Students planning to apply to college can explore programs through www.ontariocolleges.ca
and select grade 11 and 12 courses based on common entry requirements for programs of
interest.

• For Community Service www.40hours.ca
• OUAC Information Booklet

www.ouac.on.ca/101/

• Talk to the Guidance Centre for more information about planning ahead.
• Attend the Ontario Universities' Fair (OUF), September 27 - 29, 2019, at the Metro Toronto
Convention Centre (South Building) www.ontariouniversitiesfair.ca

Scholarships & Awards
Various scholarships are available and academic achievement is not always
mandatory for eligibility
Other areas of strength include:

• athletic involvement;
• extracurricular activities;
• leadership roles;
• community or school service.
Websites:
www.studentawards.com
www.scholarshipscanada.com

Thinking of U.S. Universities?
★

Recommend writing SATs or ACTs in Grade 11 year

★

Agencies available to help in preparation of SATs and ACTs

★

Research websites of U.S. universities for admission
guidelines www.collegeboard.com

★

Apply by Oct 31 or December 31 of graduating year

★

Complex application: essays, teacher reference letters, class
ranking, all high school marks,confidential teacher assessments of academics
& character, extra-curricular activities

★

NCAA Clearing House for Athletic Scholarships

What are universities looking for?

Marks are most important but other
things factor into their decision

What will put you ahead of the rest?
• Academics
• Volunteer Work
• Leadership Activities
• Community Service
• Sports
• Extra-Curricular Activities
• Unique Talents
• Awards
• Certificates
• Accomplishments

Research Your Options
Research where you want to go and the programs that interest you well
before the applications are due in the fall of your graduating year.
Seek the aid of Toronto Prep School’s Guidance Centre and the
teacher-advisors to direct you on your quest.

Guidance Centre

What’s Next For Students?
•
•
•
•
•

Examine the course offerings
Check the Course Calendar and Student Handbook for descriptions of the courses
Review the post-secondary entrance requirements of programs you
are interested in
Consult parents, subject teachers and Guidance
Complete the Course Selection Sheet

Course Selection Process
During the months of March and April, students will select courses for the
next school year. The school master timetable will be constructed based on
this option selection process.
STEP 1:

Initial Course Selection
• complete the course registration form and return to Guidance

•
STEP 2:

Final Course Selection

•
•
STEP 3:

some courses listed may not be offered due to limited enrollment
students select courses from a list of finalized course offerings
actual timetable is scheduled

Changes to Course Selection
• changes can be made to each student’s timetable but will be
based on space availability

Education
Planning
Guide

COURSE TRACKING SHEET
NAME:
COMPULSORY CREDITS (18)

GRADE:
Code

English 9

ENG1D

English 10

ENG2D

English 11

ENG3U

English 12

ENG4U

Mathematics 9

MPM1D

Mathematics 10

MPM2D

Mathematics 11

MCR3U

Science 9

SNC1D

Science 10

SNC2D

Canadian Geography 9

CGC1D

Canadian History 10

CHC2D

DATE: as of September 2019

Credit

ELECTIVES

Code

Credit

Fine Arts
Health and Physical Education

PPL1O

French (Substitution)
Civics 10 (1/2)

CHV2O

0.5

Careers 10 (1/2)

GLC2O

0.5

1 additional credit additional credit in
English, or French as a second
language, or a Native language, or a
classical or an international language,
or social sciences and the humanities,
or Canadian and world studies, or
guidance and career education, or
cooperative education
1 additional credit in health and physical
education, or the arts, or business
studies, or cooperative education or
French
1 additional credit in science (Grade 11
or 12), or technological education, or
computer studies, or cooperative
education or French

After CURRENT Semester:
Community Service
Hours:

Compulsory
Credits:

Literacy Test:

Elective
Credits:
Total
Credits:

Comments:

Education Planning Guide
Grade 9:
Course Name

Grade 10:
Course
Code

Course Name

Grade 11:
Course
Code

Course Name

English

English

English

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Science

Science

Geography

History

Physical Education

Civics

French

Careers

Grade 12:
Course
Code

Course Name

Course
Code

English

Art

Planning Guide
Additional Compulsory Courses to be completed.
❑ Group 1 - 1 credit in English or 3rd language or Canadian World Studies or Social Science and Humanities or Guidance and Career Education or Cooperative Education or French
❑ Group 2 - 1 credit in Health and Physical Education or Arts or Business Studies or Cooperative Education or French
❑ Group 3 - 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12 Science or 1 credit in grade 9-12 Technology or Cooperative Education or French
Add Elective Courses to be completed. Elective Credits – 12 credits
Under special circumstances, and with the approval of the Principal, substitutions may be made for up to 3 of the compulsory credits using courses from the remaining courses offered
that meet the requirements for compulsory credits.
Keep in mind Prerequisite Courses for Post-Secondary Program Entrance Requirements (determine by researching post-secondary program entrance requirements)

How Do You Decide?
• Consider interests, abilities, values, personality, goals, grades, what’s
important to you….. and be realistic.

• Plan your courses backwards, from post secondary prerequisites

down to grade 12 - use your “Personal Educational Planning Chart”.

• Know what prerequisites (especially Math and English) are needed
to keep the doors open to your destination pathway.

• Start an educational file (portfolio) at home – include letters of reference
from teachers, employers, certificates, report cards, samples of work,
resume, awards, community hours involvement sheets, auditions… .

• Stay informed -- “work in progress” as colleges and universities
release details.

• Allow for flexibility -- have a backup plan!

Advice
• Keep options open as this will give you the ability to change your
mind if you decide on a different career/destination.

• Select courses and their level that match your abilities.
(i.e. Functions versus Functions and Applications)

• Start researching university and college prerequisites.
• Universities require you to have 6 U (university bound) or U and M

(mixed – university or college bound) courses in order to be
considered. To prepare, select mostly U level courses in Grade 11.

• Some college programs have specific prerequisites. Do some
research now in order to select wisely.

• Select courses you want; select subjects for which you have a
Passion.

Recommendation
We will advise our Grade 11 students to include at least one Grade 12
course in their Grade 11 course selection program and to plan to take at
least 7 Grade 12 U/M courses.
Grade 11 students may also choose electives from the Grade 12 lists if no
prerequisites are required or if they have fulfilled the prerequisites.
The reasoning behind this is to enable our students to have an enhanced
number of available options when it comes to selecting college or
university programs.

Keeping Options Open
The vast majority of Grade 11 and Grade 12 students are
uncertain of what career path they want to follow and as such,
do not know what courses they should be taking.
For this very reason you want to leave as many doors open by
taking a variety of courses which will provide you with options.

What Can Parents Do?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss future goals.
Inquire about results of Guidance or Career Studies activities.
Learn the diploma requirements and Ministry of Education policies.
Help formulate the Education Plan.
Ensure Course Selection Sheet is signed and returned
Follow up on status of Timetable in the fall.
Support and encourage community involvement for the diploma
requirement.
Follow up on University Application due dates.

Recap: As a student entering Grade 11 next year what should you be
doing now?

•

Discussing your goals with parents and teachers;

•

Researching and becoming familiar with programs and post-secondary
institutions;

•

Asking questions;

•

Focusing on your schooling - striving for excellence in all areas;

•

Planning a course of study that is demanding, realistic, and flexible;

•

Making certain that program prerequisites are filled.

Recap: As a student entering Grade 12 next year what should you be
doing now?

•

Discussing your goals with parents and teachers;

•

Researching and becoming familiar with programs and post-secondary
institutions;

•

Asking questions;

•

Focusing on your schooling - striving for excellence in all areas;

•

Planning a course of study that is demanding, realistic, and flexible;

•

Making certain that program prerequisites are filled.

The Final Word
“Failing to prepare, is preparing to fail”
Grade 11 – Research and Planning
Grade 12 – Finalizing and Applying

Student Planning = Student Success

Thank You...
If you have any further queries do not hesitate to contact the
Guidance Office at Toronto Prep School.

Guidance Centre

